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Table 3 - Descriptors of Significance of Effects (IAN 81/06, Chapter 2, Table 2.3)

Significance category

Typical descriptors of effect

Very Large

Only adverse effects are normally assigned this level of significance. They
represent key factors in the decision-making process. These effects are
generally, but not exclusively, associated with sites or features of international,
national or regional importance that are likely to suffer a most damaging
impact and loss of resource integrity. However, a serious change in a site or
feature of district importance may also enter this category.

Large

These beneficial or adverse effects are considered to be very important
considerations and are likely to be material in the decision-making process.

Moderate

These beneficial or adverse effects may be important, but are not likely to be
key decision-making factors. The cumulative effects of such issues may
become a decision-making issue if leading to an increase in the overall
adverse effect on a particular resource or receptor.

Slight

These beneficial or adverse effects may be raised as local issues. They are
unlikely to be critical in the decision-making process, but are important in
enhancing the subsequent design of the project

Neutral

No effects or those that are beneath levels of perception, within normal bounds
of variation or within the margin of forecasting error.

Table 4 - Arriving at Significance (IAN 81/06, Chapter 2, Table 2.4)! and HA208/072

Neutral

Very High

Slight Moderate or Large or Very Very Large
Large Large

Neutral

High

Slight Slight or Moderate or Large or Very
Moderate Large Large

Neutral

Medium

Neutral or Slight Moderate Moderate or
Slight Large

Neutral

Low

Neutral or Neutral or slight | Slight Slight or
Slight Moderate

Neutral

ENVIRONMENTAL VALUE (SENSITIVITY)

Negligible

Neutral Neutral or Neutral or Slight
Slight Slight

No change Negligible Minor Moderate Major

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT (DEGREE OF CHANGE)




